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tory for materials overdue and 	If books are not returned by 
billed between the dates of April 1 	the specified date, the schools bill 
and Oct. I. 	 each other. According to Buetow, 
Students responsible for miss- the bill can get quite large. 
ing items have received four 	"Of course we don't want to 
notices over a peri-   have any 
od of four weeks, 
both through e-
mail and campus 
mail. 
"We send out 
a first notice, a sec-
ond notice, a final 
notice and then 
the billed notice," 
public services 
librarian Geruth Buetow said. "If Because the money used to 
they returned the book, it was a $5 cover the tab comes out of the 
fee, but if it was not returned library budget, when materials are 
before the Dec 1 cutoff date, they not returned and paid, it affects all 
are responsible for a $65 fee." students. 
"To pay for non-returned 
items, we have to use money 
that could buy databases, 
books, and other things for 
all students to use." 








-Geruth Buetow 	said. 
Fines Empty Student Pockets 
more concentration on the inter-
views, and a reflection on the 
process. 
"I think we need to focus on 
their experi- those things that Went well last 
  year, building on 
those positive 
experiences, and 
at the same time, 
learning from our 
mistakes, and try 
to make this 
round of inter-
views even better 
than those we did 
the first year," said 
Hillmer 
Students of 
other nationalities can also benefit 
from the project this year. Since 
most Americans immigrated from 
other countries, the Hmong expe-
rience is another chapter in our 
own, American, history. 
These interviews can help 
non-Hmong students discover 
what it's like to be an immigrant, 
what its like to live in two worlds, 
and what it's like to have parents 
"I think we need to 
focus on those things 
that went well last 




By Lindsay Hartleben 
Day after day, notices are sent 
out from the Buenger Memorial 
Library about overdue hooks. 
While students could heed this 
warning and return the used 
resources and he subjected to a fine 
of merely five cents per day, often 
it becomes more serious. As a 
result, a process called reconcilia-
tion is carried out twice a year in 
the library to recover those missing 
materials. 
Reconciliation takes place so 
that the Cooperating Libraries in 
'Consortium, better known as 
CLIC system, can account for 
their respective materials. At this 
time, the eight schools and 14 
libraries included in the online 
borrowing system are doing inven- 
By Lindsay Hartleben 
Just as many sports teams 
often shuffle the lineup, the 
Athletics Department has changed 
its lineup. Since Dave Wright's res-
ignation as Sports Information 
Director (SID) on Nov. 6, Joe 
Austin has taken over the position 
while a search for a permanent 
replacement occurs. Wright, who 
was employed as SID since 1999, 
announced his resignation at the 
end of October. 
"Dave did a tremendous job 
of getting our program off the 
ground, as well as developing and 
organizing the Sports Information 
By Shiloh McClelland 
Hmong students at CSP have 
a unique opportunity to learn their 
recent family history by interview-
ing their elders about 
ence in the war in 
Laos. 	Dr. Paul 
Hillmer, 	assistant 
professor at CSP, has 
developed an oral 
history project that 
connects students to 
their traditions, lan-
guage, and the story 
of their people. 
Elders, and even 
young adult Hmong, 
worry about the 
younger generations losing their 
culture, forgetting what their peo-
ple have experienced. The Hmong 
oral history project is a way to 
learn about, and hold onto, this 
experience. 
Last year, the project included 
interviews, conducted in Hmong 
and translated to English, and a 
presentation at the Asian festival 
last Spring. This year, there will he 
Austin's newly acquired posi-
tion has many facets, including 
producing press releases and media 
guides, keeping websites up to 
date, maintaining stats, and basi-
cally dealing with any information 
regarding sports. 
"We were blessed that Joe was 
here to fill in," Herbster said. 
His background has proved to 
be extremely beneficial for the new 
duties, as he recently earned his 
master of arts degree in organiza-
tional management, in addition to 
graduating from Concordia with a 
Communication Studies degree. 
"I enjoy writing and doing 
and grandparents who survived 
(and didn't survive) a secret war. 
The broader historical com-
munity will also benefit from the 
project eventually. 
Hillmer plans for the inter-
views to be in an archival reposito-
ry, such as the Minnesota 
Historical Center or the 
Immigration History Research 
Center at the University of 
Minnesota. 
"I think our ultimate goal is tdi 
create a comprehensive, evocative, 
and instructive body of testi-
monies about the Hmong experi-
ence." Hillmer said. "And I think 
we'd also be interested if there 
were any non-Hmong students 
who would like to participate in 
this project." 
Chou Vang, a junior at CSP, is 
heading up the project this year. 
To learn more about the 
Hmong oral history project, con-
tact Paul Hillmer at 
hillmer@csp.edu or Chou Vang at 
va ngc@p rove rbs .csp.edu. 
"To pay for non-returned 
items, we have to use money that 
could buy databases, books, and 
other things for all students to 
use," Buetow said. 
Furthermore, being responsi-
ble for overdue items causes larger 
problems for studentsbeyond 
fines. 
"Their library privileges are 
suspended and we put a hold on 
their student accounts," Buetow 
said. 
Such penalties may sound 
harsh, but they are enacted to keep 
the library running smoothly for 
all students. This is especially 
important because materials are 
shared among so many schools. 
Library Fines 
Continued on page 3 
press releases," Austin said. 
His experience as an assistant 
football coach for three years at 
Concordia has been an asset as 
well. 
"As a coach, one thing you 
hate most is when stats are wrong, 
so I give extra attention to that," 
Austin said. 
Another person who helped 
during the transition period was 
Joel Stoltenow, the graduate assis-
tant in the Sports Information 
Department. 
In the long-term search for 
this posistion, Austin is a candi-
date, though it was opened up 
nationally. Applicants were only 
accepted until shortly after 
Thanksgiving, and after that time, 
a search committee evaluated the 
resumes to narrow the selection 
down to five. In addition to 
Herbster, those on the committee 
are Lisa Reitz, the Senior Women's 
Administrator; Geoff Carlston, the 
women's volleyball coach; Tom 
Rubbelke, the softball coach; Jill 
Johnson, the publications director 
and Stoltenow. 
"We would like to try to make 
an offer around the first of the 
year," Herbster said. 
In the meantime, Austin is 
using his organizational skills to 
balance his coaching schedule with 
the multiple responsibilities 
involved with the winter sports 
season. 
"I'm happy to get this oppor-
tunity and I'm looking forward to 
the challenge," Austin said. 
Department 	here," 	Athletic 
Director David Herbster said. 
Because this position has so 
many responsibilities, a replace-
ment was needed immediately. In 
the weeks before Wright left 
Concordia to become media rela-
tions director to the St. Paul 
Saints, an independent baseball 
team, Austin got caught up to 
speed on the specifics in the 
department. 
"Because I was Dave's assis-
tant for two and a half years, I had 
a pretty good knowledge of the 
department and that made the 
transition pretty easy," Austin said. 
Hilmer Helps Harness Hmong History 
Alum Fills Sports Director Vacancy 
Are Students All Smiles with 
Sodexho? 
Photo By Dhanrajia Brooks 
Si :dents react to Sodexho by filling out comment cards. 
To find out nor e turn to pas: 2. 
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Burkhart's Christmas Tale 'Prince'-ly 
(Above) Dr. Jeffrey E. Burkhart and 
his book. 
Photo by Dhanrajia Brooks 
By Shiloh McClelland 
The Hidden Prince, by Dr. 
Jeffrey E. Burkart, is a wonderful 
book, full of deep allegory and rich 
symbolism. Dr. Burkart, creator of 
hymns, Arch books, theatre pro-
ductions, and countless other trea- 
sures, has always had an interest in 
children's literature. 
His Easter CDs, popular 
enough to be found on Christian 
radio, are a source of over $10,000 
of scholarship money for CSP stu-
dents. 
And now, between Good 
News Players, Gospel Time in 
Gospel Rhyme, and LWML theme 
songs, Burkart brings us a beauti-
ful children's book, ten years in the 
making. 
Visual art, music, literature, 
theology and a dramatic reading 
come together in this enchanting 
story based on a parable by Soren 
Kierkegaard. 
Symbolism plays an impor-
tant part in The Hidden Prince. 
The book can be read as a simple 
story, but it contains many sub-
tleties, so it can also be appreciated 
as a theological treatise, literary art  
or simply music (the book comes 
with a CD.) 
The art, created by artist 
Patrick Whelan, amplifies the text 
that speaks of a lover hidden in 
beggar's rags, out to win the maid-
en's heart. 
Buried in this fascinating 
story is the truth about the one 
who loves us, Jesus Christ 
"It's really a Christmas story 
because, in the book, the prince 
comes disguised in beggar's rags. 
Jesus also comes to us dressed in 
rags-swaddling clothes-which are 
also a precursor to his death 
because he was buried in swad-
dling clothes as well. He came as a 
beggar and left as a beggar, but we 
know him as the Prince of Peace. 
He is no longer hidden; he reveals 
himself in the resurrection," said 
Burkart. 
One of the most compelling 
aspects of The Hidden Prince is 
the respect that Burkart has for the 
reader, whatever his or her age. 
The meaning of the story is 
left for the children to decipher 
until the epilogue, where it is 
spelled out: "He comes not in 
pomp and power and with armies 
of might. He comes, rather, as a 
servant dressed in beggar's rags." 
The Hidden Prince by Jeffrey 
E. Burkart (Concordia Publishing 
House) is available wherever books 
are sold, including in CSP's ' book-
store for $16.99. 
Dr. Jeffrey E." Burkart is asso-
ciate dean of the College of 
Vocation and Ministry and direc-
tor of drama ministry at 
Concordia. 
CU Launches EMentoring Program 
By Josh Reams 
For students who are not sure 
what to major in or what to do 
after graduation, CSP has devel-
oped a program that can help 
guide them through these difficult 
decisions. CSP's Career Services 
and Alumni Relations have collab-
orated to once again offer the 
EMentoring Program. 
"The EMentoring program 
offers career-minded students the 
opportunity to be matched with a 
CSP alum for one semester based 
on academic background or career 
interest," Pamela Braun, director 
of Career Services said. 
"It's a great opportunity to 
reach out with alumni to find out 
what you can do with your degree 
after graduation," Joel Barker, 
junior Communication/Pre. Sem. 
major said. 
Barker, who was part of the 
EMentoring program last year, 
also said, "It was great because you 
can ask a former CSP student 
what they liked and disliked about 
Concordia, and furthermore, what 
I can do to utilize my time here to 
the fullest. They also helped me 
develop ideas for what I may want 
to do with my future." 
"The idea for the program 
came from efforts to help students 
make career decisions," director of 
Alumni Relations Jesse Stremcha 
said. "In the past, we had brought 
alumni in to talk face-to-face with 
students about what they want to 
do. However, the obvious limita-
tion is time, as alumni were only 
able to be on campus one to two 
hours." 
Stremcha explained that this 
time, the EMentoring program is 
online, giving students and alum-
ni the flexibility to have "meaning-
ful interactions" as their busy 
schedules allow. 
"I think students benefit 
from this program in a lot of ways. 
It is important to start thinking 
about careers and jobs and what it 
takes to accomplish those goals on 
a really practical level, and as early  
as possible," Stemcha said. 
Braun explained how this 
program gives students the chance 
to learn about the skills they'll 
need, the chance to start network-
ing within their interested career 
avenues and the practice of inter-
acting with the "professional 
world". 
"Working with a mentor 
allows the students to experience 
and learn what they may be going 
into themselves one day," 
Stremcha said. 
The EMentoring relationship 
is not time consuming; 90 percent 
of it takes place via email. If you 
feel like you could benefit from 
this program spring semester, con-
tact Pamela Braun in Career 
Services (CAP Center) office, at 
x6241 or e-mail her at . 
"This program will offer an 
exciting opportunity for students 
to gain real world experience 
through interactions with individ-
uals in their chosen career area," 
Braun said. 
Sodexho Responds to omment Cards 
Continued from page 1 
By Shiloh McClelland 
College has never been known for its great food, but Sodexho has taken a huge amount of criticism in 
the eight years it has managed food service at CSP. The complaints cover a lot of ground, from quality of food, 
to variety, to availability and so on. One thing Sodexho has done to help students deal with their angst is to 
respond to "Comment Cards." Comment cards can be found near the exit of the Dining Hall and of the 
Student Union. Each will be responded to, provided the student gave their name and used polite language. 
Let's take a look at some real-life comment cards and their responses: 
Comment 	 Response 
Large toaster is missing. 	 We replaced our large toaster with a smaller 
Toaster to provide the ability to make toast... 
should be fixed by the week of Oct. 21. 
[Incidentally, the large toaster was fixed by the 
week of Nov. 18.J 
Beverages empty??!? 	 We will check the beverages regularly during meal 
service and refill them BEFORE they are empty 
Vegetarian day: What, no Meat?!?! 	 For any and all "Vegetarian Day" themes, we will 
also serve at least one popular meat entree. 
As a student, how do you feel about the Comment Card system? Is it working for you? Do you see 
improvement? How do you really feel about Sodexho? Send responses to "attn. Shiloh McClelland, Sword 












Telephone Admissions Assistant 
Telephone professionals needed 
for our Roseville office. $15/hr 
flat rate. Phone/attics cx r 'd. 
Afternoon/Even g rs. Must 
work at least Whrs/wk. If you 
are highly motivated, goal- 
oriented and like to work with 
people, call Robin at 
(651)604-4116 and fax/email 
resume to (651)636-8185 or 
rkattre 	p s usinessco ege.com. 
Minneapolis 
Business College 
1711 W. County Road B 
Roseville, MN 55113 
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Fizz or Flop: Energy Drinks Exposed 
unique composition that had ing of well being," according to the 
never been tried before. 	 "Red Bull" website. 
"Taurine is a conditionally 	""Red Bull" contains no 
essential amino acid, which natu- addictive substances and is there- 
By Morgan McLaughlin 
Every time you turn around 
these days, all you seem to see are 
energy drinks. Gas-stations, super-
markets, bars, and television ads-
carbonated energy in a can is avail-
able everywhere. Customers can't 
even walk through the isles of a gas 
station without seeing the drinks 
and their advertisements. Over the 
last few years, drinks such as "Red 
Bull" and "Sobe" have flooded the 
markets. 
These energy drinks promise 
to raise your energy lev- 
els, which they do, but 
is there a price for this 
unnatural boost? What 
consequences will there 
be down the road? 
"Red Bull" was the 
original energy drink to 
hit the world market. 
In 1987, "Red Bull" 
was put on the market 
in Australia; since then 
it has expanded to over 
50 countries around the world. It 
is estimated that one million cans 
were sold in 1987, and in 2001, 
the figure is over one billion. 
According to the corporation 
that makes "Red Bull," the drink 
went "through scientific testing 
and extensive medical research." 
Despite claims by the corporation 
that "numerous scientific studies 
have confirmed the positive effects 
of Red Bull and the safety of its 
ingredients," "Red Bull" attracted 
suspicion after entering the US 
market. 
According 	 to 
NorthMemorial.com , an anony-
mous e-mail question and answer 
service by North Memorial 
Hospital in North Minneapolis, 
"Energy drinks such as Red Bull 
are a popular beverage for many 
young adults, but researchers at 
Ball State University say they may 
cause adverse health effects, 
including a decline in the body's 
immune system." 
"Most energy drinks contain 
large doses of caffeine and other 
legal stimulants including 
ephedrine, guarana, taurine and 
ginseng - and their effects can last 
up to 12 hours. While research on 
the effects of energy drinks is lim-














use of energy drinks, 
Currier, CSP's head foot- 
ball coach, said, "We don't use any 
energy drink at [this] time. I really 
don't know anything about "Red 
Bull"." 
Even though many athletic 
associations are banning these 
energy drinks, "Red Bull" does 
sponsor a number of athletes in 
sports ranging from motor cross to 
wakeboarding to cliff diving. Of 
the 179 athletes from around the 
world who are sponsored by "Red 
Bull", 42 compete for the US. 
The technical facts on "Red 
Bull" are these: "Red Bull" is a 
non-alcoholic drink that provides 
the body with taurine, glucurono-
lactone and caffeine, plus impor-
tant vitamins and carbohydrates: a 
rally occurs 
in the body. 
Relative tau-








Taurine acts as a metabolic trans-
mitter and additionally has a 
detoxifying effect and strengthens 
cardiac contractility. 
Glucuronolactone is a sub-
stance found in the body which 
accelerates the elimination of both 
endogenic and exogenic noxae 
(harmful substances). So it too has 
a detoxifying effect. 
Caffeine is known for its stim-
ulating effect, clearly noted above 
all in the circulatory system and in 
the brain. The caffeine content in a 
250 ml can of Red Bull is approxi-
mately that of a cup of filter coffee. 
Carbohydrates: As an energy 
source, Red Bull contains carbohy-
drates almost exclusively in the 
form of sucrose and glucose. 
Vitamins: The B-complex vit-
amins contained in Red Bull are 
essential for maintaining normal 
bodily functions and play a vital 
role in maintaining physical stami-
na." (Red Bull Website) 
"Red Bull" was developed for 
use during times of increased stress 
or strain; it "increases physical 
endurance, improves reaction 
speed and concentration, increases 
mental alertness (makes you stay 
awake) and improves overall feel- 
fore not an entry-level 
drug to hard drugs. 
Red Bull has, just like 
caffeine-containing 
coffee, a stimulating 
effect," Dr. Haller, an 
internationally 
known drug expert 
who specializes in 
psychiatry and neu-
rology, said. 
Red Bull" an addictive 
substance? No. Is "Red Bull" a 
By Amity Foster 
Amazon.com , Barnes & 
Noble, Borders. The three big 
ones. They're all great bookstores, 
but where do you go when you 
want local Native American writers 
or Hmong crafts? BirchBark 
Books, Bookstore of the Americas 
and Hmong Arts, Books and 
Crafts are just three of the Twin 
Cities local booksellers. 
People can go to the 
individual stores, but 
on Dec 10 the CSP 
community can shop all 
three at Concordia 
Library's Book Sale in 
the Student Union. All 
three stores will be 
offering books and 
crafts at a 10 percent 
discount to members of 
the Concordia commu-
nity. 
BirchBark Books, owned by 
Louise Erdrich, focuses mostly on 
American Indian fiction, culture 
and children's literature. Erdrich 
has written many books herself, 
including Love Medicine and The 
Birchbark House. Some of her 
autographed books will be avail-
able at the sale as well as a few 
crafts other books and art. 
Bookstore of the Americas is 
part of a human-rights organiza-
tion and they offer up-to-date 
information on Latin American 
countries, myths, Spanish-English 
dictionaries, and many other top-
ics. They also focus on current 
events like child labor, immigra-
tion issues, and human rights. If 
you are a teacher and need to 
develop multi-cultural lesson 
plans, this could he a great 
Library Fines 
Continued from page 1 
"We have fines to make sure 
things get returned so that other 
students can access materials as 
well," Buetow said. 
Students can avoid accumu-
lating charges such as these, 
Buetow pointed out. 
"Fines can be prevented by 
returning the books, or by renew-
ing, - she said. "It can be done  
dangerous drink? Scientists are 
still studying the effects of vitamin 
supplements on the body, and 
"Red Bull" does contain caffeine. 
Therefore, "Red Bull" could possi-
bly be harmful, but so could pop, 
coffee and all caffeine-based non-
drowsy medications. 
The amount of caffeine in one 
can of "Red Bull" is about the 
same as in a single cup of coffee. 
Next time you have a cup of coffee, 
consider the fact that caffeine is 
the major source of most of the 
warnings doctors will give regard-
ing energy drinks. 
resource for you; curriculum mate-
rials are a large part of their collec-
tion. Materials such as the Many 
Faces of Mexico and Child Labor 
Is Not Cheap provide curriculum 
for middle and high school stu-
dents. 
One newly published book, 
Bamboo Among the Oaks: 
Contemporary Writing by Hmong 










Crafts, a local 
bookstore that 
features books, 
art, and many 
other resources about the Hmong 
culture. Finding materials about 
the Hmong culture can be a diffi-
cult experience and this bookstore 
has many Hmong resources 
including books, videos, story 
cloths, and many other items. If 
you're looking for children's 
books, materials on learning the 
Hmong language, and Hmong fic-
tion, this is the place you're look-
ing for. 
Whether you're looking for 
Christmas gifts or variety in your 
reading, these bookstores are the 
best places to look. All of them will 
be at the book sale sponsored by 
the library on Dec 10. It'll run all 
day from 9a.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the 
Student Union. Come celebrate 
the diverse culture that exists in the 
Twin Cities! 
online at the CLIC page, and two 
renewals are alIowed for four weeks 
each," 
Though this reconciliation 
process may seem like a big hassle, 
the problem can be kept at bay. 
It is really a small fraction of 
the student body that is causing 
the problem," Bueww said Most 
people are very good about return 
ing things." 
"These energy drinks 
promise to raise your 
energy levels, which they 
do, but is there a price for 




SPECIAL PRICES ON OUR 
COPYING AND SHIPPING SERVICES 
{LIMITED TIME OFFER!) 
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"Red Bull' contains no 
addictive substances and is 
therefore not an 
entry-level drug to hard 
drugs." 
—Morgan McMaughlin 
Union Hosts Sale 
"If you're looking for 
children's books, 
materials on learning 
the Hmong language, 
and Hmong fiction, 
this is the place you're 
looking for. ), 
—Amity Foster 
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(Above) Matt Kohl, from the Campus Ministry Center, reflects on Christians 
and the meaning of Christmas. 
Photo By Dhanrajia Brooks 
By Morgan McLaughlin 
Christmas can cause a variety 
of intense feelings: loneliness, sor-
row, joy, stress, and more. Matt 
Kohl, Concordia University's cam-
pus ministry associ-
ate, is a man who 
understands these 
feelings. If you 
aren't familiar with 
Matt Kohl, feel free 
to stop by the cam-
pus ministry office 
and introduce your-
self. 
Kohl has an 
upbeat view of 
Christmas that isn't 
always seen outside of the holiday 
TV commercials and advertise-
ments surrounding this society. 
He is convinced that the true 
underlying ideals of Christmas 
have not changed over the years. 
Christmas is about giving, accord-
ing to Kohl. After all, as he stated, 
"God gave us the greatest gift of 
all" in Jesus. Even though , this hol- 
iday is easily corruptible by the 
greed of corporate society, 
Christmas will always be about 
love and giving. 
It has recently become popu- 
	  lar for people to 
painting, stating, 
"Everyone is entitled to their own 
opinions." Since Kohl had neither 
seen this painting nor know the 
heart of the painter, he refused to 
judge the painting. 
Kohl loves the breathtaking 
decorations, caroling, and movies 
of Christmas. "My favorite 
Christmas movie is It's a wonderful 
life. It's a wonderful example of 
"Christmas isn't 
dependent on 
whether we are 
naughty or nice, but 
on the fact that we 
are God's children." 
-Matt Kohl 




mous example of 
this may be a paint-
ing of Santa Claus, 
crucified. 
Kohl did not 
want to reveal his 
opinion of the 
Kohl Shares Joys , Sorrows of Christmas 
At ten 
immediately after chapel, 
nineteen individuals 
embarked on the journey. 
They took three vehicles, 
and the drive took about eleven 
hours altogether, including stop-
ping, taking the wrong roads, and 
getting separated from the other 
vehicles. Despite all of these 
unplanned events, everyone 
arrived at Concordia Seminary by 
eleven o' clock that night. 
Upon arrival, dorm keys and 
schedules were distributed. Then 
the group retired to their dorms. 
Friday morning marked the 
first session of seminary classes, 
with topics ranging from advanced 
preaching to Greek Readings. 
Those who sat through the 
advanced preaching class, known 
as Homiletics 2, enjoyed Dr. 
Maier as pro-
fessor. Dr. 
Maier was the 
Lutheran Hour 
Radio speaker 
for many years. 
Following his 
retirement, he 





or as he called it, "preacher crea-
ture." 
After lunch, the group con-
gregated at the library to get infor-
mation about scholarships, enroll-
ment, and other admission-related 
topics. Following another round of 
classes and yet more information 
about admission and seminary 
requirements, the day's sampling 
of seminary academic life was 
complete. That night, several 
Concordia students visited a café 
in downtown St. Louis and visited 
the St. Louis Arch.  
just how important everyone you 
know and get to meet really is, and 
the legacy that they have on our 
own lives," Kohl stated. 
Kohl reminded me that 
Christmas has the power to 
increase even the grinchiest of 
hearts. It is important for us to 
remember that people need our 
help 365 days a year, and that the 
ideals of Christmas are compatible 
with everyday living. 
Christmas is one of the times 
of the year that gives Concordia's 
campus ministry even more of a 
chance to get involved with the 
student body. Campus ministry 
hosts many activities, including a 
Christmas party and caroling. 
Despite the positive aspects of 
Christmas, there is another side to 
the coin. Yes, even Christmas has 
its downsides. Do I even have to 
bring up fruitcake? 
There are many lies surround-
ing the Christmas season. The 
worst phrase that Kohl can think 
of asks, "Have you been naughty 
or nice?" 
Kohl detests this type of ques-
tion because, as he states, 
"Christmas isn't dependent on 
whether we are naughty or nice, 
but on the fact that we are God's 
children and that he calls each one 
of us by name." 
Many people, with their busy 
lives find it very difficult to attend 
church, except when Christmas 
rolls around. 
Kohl sincerely hopes that dur-
ing these holidays, these people 
will be able to attend a mass and 
feel at home in God's house, hope-
fully feeling welcome to keep 
attending. As Kohl, said, "They 
Saturday morning, the group 
assembled and departed to a 
Messianic Jewish church service at 
the Lutheran Hour Ministries 
headquarters. Upon arriving back 
at the seminary, the CSP group 
was given a tour of the campus. 
From the summit of the bell tower, 
it is said that one can see Arch, but 
the tour guide forgot to mention 
this. 
Later that day, CSP students 
attended a worship service at his-
toric Trinity Lutheran Church, the 
oldest Lutheran congregation west 
of the Mississippi River, estab-
lished in 1839. 
Friday evening was spent at 
Union Station in downtown St. 
Louis, where students hung out at 
the Hard Rock Café and walked 
through the mall. 
At six o' clock a.m., Sunday 
morning, the visit to Concordia 
Seminary ended. The group 
arrived back at CSP between four 
and five o' clock, Sunday after-
noon. 
Concordia's students came 
back enthusiastic and glad for the 
experience.  
will always be , welcomed and 
loved." 
The most prevalent lie around 
forever. ,, 
-Matt Kohl 
By Emily LaPlant 
Recently, I saw a jolly fellow 
with a beard and a pleasantly 
plump belly. No, it wasn't Santa 
Claus; it was Pastor Bob. 
"Who?" I can hear freshmen 




referred to as 
"Pastor Bob," was 
the campus pastor 
here at Concordia 
University from 
1999 up until the 
beginning of this 
2002-03 school 
year. The loss of 
Benke's position 
was due to CSP's 
recent financial crisis and resulting 
budget cuts. 
Most recently, Benke has been 
preaching and teaching the saving 
Gospel message of Jesus Christ, 
serving as interim pastor of St. 
Matthew Lutheran Church in 
Columbia Heights, Minnesota. 
He has also accepted a call to 
serve as pastor at Jehovah Lutheran 
Church in St. Paul, located at the 
intersection of Snelling and 
Thomas Avenues. He will begin 
his duties as pastor at Jehovah on 
January 6th, 2003, with his instal-
lation date yet to be determined. 
Pastor Bob hopes for both of his 
brothers, Lutheran pastors, to be 
present at his installation. 
When asked about how his 
life had changed over the past few 
months, Benke replied, "We are all 
pilgrims on a journey." Benke 
reminded me that pastors seem to  
ing presents underneath the tree 
on Christmas morning, but I think 
their are other ways to go about 
Kohl left me with one 
final quote to share with 
the student body: "God 
has called you to the fami-
ly of Christ. Wherever life's 
travels may take you, make 
those around you family, 
and you will have family 
forever. Christmas is 
always best spent with 
someone, even if it is not 
someone you know. Get to 
know them and make 
them someone that you care 
about." 
carry a variety of things in their 
backpacks along their journeys. He 
also said that this time in his life 
has been, "a time for me to realize 
that life is a journey." 
Benke's most recent destina- 
tion on his jour- 




strong stability in 
his family life. 
The rest of the 
Benke family is 
able to continue 
their routines in 
work and school-
ing. Additionally, 
since Jehovah is 
the closest LCMS 
congregation to CSP, Benke is 
looking forward to continuing his 
relationships with CSP students as 
they are involved at Jehovah. 
Benke spoke cheerfully of his 
upcoming ministry at Jehovah, 
"I'm just grateful for a chance to 
use my interests, gifts, and talents 
in a ministry that offers such con-
tinuity to family life and also 
includes campus life." 
Prior to serving as CSP's cam-
pus pastor, Benke wore several 
ministerial hats. Following his 
1985 graduation from Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri, 
Benke served as the senior pastor 
at St. John, Forest Park, Illinois, 
supervising a staff of 26. Before his 
pastoral ministry, Benke graduated 
from Concordia in Seward, 
Nebraska, in 1975, then teaching 
at Zion Lutheran School in 
Belleville, Illinois. 
By Aaron Bell 
Every semester, students of 
the pre-seminary department have 
the option of visiting the  
Missouri—Synod semi-
naries in both Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana and St. Louis, 
Missouri. On Thursday, 
October 17th, the time 
came to visit Concordia 
Seminary. in St. Louis. 
o' clock, 
Ct . . . and the drive 
took about eleven 
hours altogether, 
including stopping, 
taking the wrong 
-Par on Bell 
Once Lost, Now Found: St. Louis Trip 
Christmas is from parent to child it." 
regarding   
Santa Claus. 
Kohl shared 





lying to kids 
about Santa 
Claus, 
because as a 
child, I felt 
that it was a lie. I like the tradition 
of hanging up stockings and find- 
"Wherever life's 
travels may take you, 
make those around 
you family and you 
will have family 
What about Bob? 
"When asked about 
how his life had 
changed over the past 
few months, Benke 
replied, 'We are all 
pilgrims on a 
journey.'" 
-Emily T a Plant 
Sword Staff would likR to wish 
all our madas a blozssizd and 
joyful holiday season. 
Thank you for your contributions and 
interest this past semester. 
KizRp an egg out for our first issue of the 
Spring sizmizstizr duR out in fRbruaryl 
enjoy the break - wiz know wR will! 
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Saint Nicholas Confesses 'Christ is Lord‘ltiir 
By Paul Brutscher 
Revolutionary children's 
writer L. Frank Baum wrote a 
novella called the Life and 
Adventures of Santa Claus, detail-
ing the birth of this perennial fig-
ure, his spiriting away to the realm 
of fairies and elves, his youthful 
pasSion for generosity, and his 
eventual "acceptanceof the mantle 
of immortality from the Greek 
gods. 
Um, come again? 
Excuse me, but isn't the exis-
tence of a generous figure that 
gives gifts to children every year on 
Christmas preceded by the exis-
tence and veracity of 
Christ? What's with the 
pagan' symbols? 
gatim's book was 
exemplary of a new defi-
nition of the Christmas 
holiday that has flour-
ished during the last 
century, in which the 
bearer of gifts becomes 
the end unto himself, 
and not representative of 
a greater, divine generos-
ity. I recently caught up 
with Saint Nicholas, 
whom most of us know 
as Santa Claus, who, despite his 
death in Turkey in the mid-fourth 
century, still gives interviews. 
What followed was an insight into 
the ideas and concepts he stood 
for, and how they contrast with 
those of the modern-day Santa fig- 
By Emily LaPlant 
Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) president Rev. Dr. 
Gerald Kieschnick visited 
, Concordia University's campus 
November 4-6. During his visit 
Rev. Kieschnick gave an evening 
message to an audience of interest-
ed students, professors, and church 
workers. •-■ . 
Kieschnick's message, entitled 
"One Mission, .One Message, One 
People", outlined various negative 
and -positive aspects of the LCMS 
while challenging the audience to 
continue in service to God and the 
mission of the church. 
Kieschnick stated, "I think it's 
important for us to get a sense of 
our relationship with the world 
and the Christians in the world." 
He outlined what is critical for the 
three billion non-Christians 
throughout the world, what is crit-
ical for the saved, and what is crit-
ical for the LCMS church body. 
Stated briefly, Kieschnick 
summarized 	the 	Christian's  
about 300 AD to wealthy parents, 
Theophanes and Nonna. I was a 
highly religious child, which sur-
prised my parents unceasingly. I 
did all the classics—fasting, vows 
of poverty, celibacy. I suppose it 
was my version of collecting base-
ball cards. My parents died of the 
plague, after which I joined a 
monastery and became a priest at 
the age of seventeen. I guess I got 
"The Idea" when I realized I had 
this big pile of money inherited 
from my parents that I really had 
nothing to do with, and that there 
were a lot of children and youth in 













Church's mission: We believe, 
teach, and confess that eternal sal-
vation comes through faith alone. 
Kieschnick affirmed his audi-
ence that their God-given mission 
is an outlet for their peace, joy, and 
assurance of life in Christ. 
He took this one step further 
when he challenged those listening 
to him: "Its one , thing to accept 
those blessings from God, it's 
another to hold those blessings and 
not share them with the world.... 
God has placed us on this 
earth...to be a channel through 
which the love and mercy of God 
touches the lives of other people." 
President Kieschnick also 
shared what he referred to as "less 
than good news about the current 
state and condition of the LCMS." 
He said that congregations are 
closing on a weekly basis due to 
low numbers of members and poor 
financial support. 
Kieschnick also reported that 
only one in four adults baptized in 
an LCMS congregation arc active  
from your life and deeds? 
St. Nicholas: I have kept an 
eye on this process for a while. 
When the Catholic Church started 
celebrating Christmas, I became a 
poster child for generosity and was 
incorporated as an icon into the 
proceedings. Like many aspects, 
the real problem seems to have 
begun when people started realiz-
ing that perhaps the Catholic 
church didn't have to be the only 
church, hence the Reformation 
and the disowning of saints in gen-
eral in many circles—the icono-
clast. 
There arose many different 
variations on the basic theme of, 
well, myself, each wanting to dis-
tance itself from the Catholic 
Church. France created Pere Noel; 
In England there was Father 
Christmas, and the Dutch, of 
course, had Sinterklass, who 
became Santa Claus by popular 
mispronunciation in America. 
What gets my goat is that the pop-
ular image of me, that round figure 
and red suit, is largely the result of 
illustrations for Coca Cola adver-
tisements that ran in National 
Geographic and Post magazines. 
Leave it to America to let a compa-
ny that makes sugared water dic-
tate what a saint looks like to mil-
lions of children! That and that 
ridiculous Baum book are what led 
to the creation of Santa Claus as a 
symbol of crass commercialism, 
distanced from any religious asso-
ciation. 
PB: So, you entirely disown 
the character of Santa Claus and 
renounce any association with 
him? 
Saint Nicholas: It is fair to say 
that. Too often this Santa Claus 
mythology is representative of a 
child's early induction into the 
Campus 
after 21 years of life. "How can we 
keep and retain those children 
with which the Lord has blessed 
us?" Kieschnick pondered. 
Kieschnick addressed other 
issues in the LCMS, stating, "Our 
synod is currently fractured by dis-
agreements, some in doctrine, oth-
ers in practice, exacerbated by a 
party spirit and well organized 
political groups, but there are 
many reasons for great hope for 
the future." 
Despite the negative sound of 
the statistics he offered, Kieschnick 
ended his message on an opti-
mistic note. He reminded listen-
ers, "The synod is held together by 
the grace of God, the commitment 
of pastors, teachers and congrega-
tions to that grace and to its theo-
logical confession of that grace at 
work in the world." The result of 
this work: Transformed lives 
through Christ's love... in time, 
for eternity!  
alarmingly widespread cult that is 
twenty-first century consumer cul-
ture. In some instances, such as 
Baum's book, the concept goes so 
far as to be outright   
sacrilege. I will set 
the record 
straight—I do not 
live at the North 
Pole, and I do not 
drive a flying team 
of deer. I am not 
the object to be 
venerated during 
the holiday season. 
That falls to Him whose title the 
holiday bears, the Christ of Galilee 
who gave His life to save us. 
PB: Do you see anything pos-
itive about 21st century traditions 
that stem from you? 
Saint Nicholas: When all the 
surrounding ideas of an 
omnipresent, red-suited man are 
removed, it is really the parents of 
children who become the saints, if 
only because they have given to 
their children without thought or 
possibility of reward. 
upcoming event. 
Looking 
around, I can see 
the excitement of 
the people ,  
My stomach, full of butter-
flies, reflects the emotions painted 
on the faces of those surrounding 
cloud o 
have already died in the faith, 
those who have completed their 
races. They stand as a testimony to 
the faith, serving as examples to 
follow as we set out on the race 
God now lays before us. 
From those who have passed 
before us, the baton has been 
passed to us. We, God's people, are 
I have heard of various pro-
grams where people can purchase 
gifts to be given to those in need, 
which is the best tradition for 
which I am ultimately 
responsible, because it is 
anonymous generosity, 
as I tried to practice in 
my lifetime. But it is not 
I; it is the Christ who 
gave us the most pre-
cious gift of all. I don't 
belong in the spotlight; 
the Christ child, God's 
only Son sent to die for 
the sins of the world—He belongs 
in the spotlight. This modern 
Santa Claus character really needs 
to step off his pedestal and allow 
the purpose of the celebration to 
become more visible to the unsee-
ing masses. 
PB: Thank you, Saint. It has 
been a pleasure. 




run ahead of us, 
but we also have 
Jesus, 
esus sacra- 
lice' on the cross 
gives forgiveness, 
place tathine th‘ another In's 
Perfect ilment a Ifi na y 
ure. 
PB: So, sir, I'm sure we are all 
familiar with the general gist of 
your work here on Earth, but, for 
the sake of clarity, could you 
refresh us on the reasons for your 
inductiOn into Sainthood? 
St. Nicholas: Well, I was born 
lien the town of Patara in Turkey 
 
Htvod.J. 
i Kieschnick Visit Encourages , 
left hand 
-Paul Brutscher 	is doing, 
  so I decid-
ed on a way to distribute my 
wealth without the possibility of 
receiving praise and getting a big 
head about it. I started anony-
mously dropping bags of money in 
chimneys and windows while fam-
ilies slept. I suppose one of these 
gifts landed in someone's sock as it 
hung by the fire to dry, which is 
where the whole stocking thing 
came from. 
Anyway, I was canonized 
shortly after I died as the patron 
saint of children. 
PB: What is your take on the 
festive traditions that stemmed 
"I recently caught up 
with Saint Nicholas,, 
whom most of us know 
as Santa Claus, who, 
despite his death in 
Turkey in the mid-fourth 
century, still gives ) 
what your interviews." - 
"But it is not I; it 
is the. Christ child 
who gave us the 




t;gpir ven the privilege to 
"Therefore, since we are sur- ue the mission of the Chtu.C, 
rounded by such a great cloud of now our joy to carry the go., A 
witnesses, let us throw off every- Jesus to a sinful world, do 
thing that hinders and the sin that work that God has placed before 
so easily entangles, and let us run 
with perseverance the race marked 	We are not alone in our race. 
out for us." (Hebrews 12:1) 	Not only do we have the example 
I can imagine , 	  of those who have 
"Although there may 
be nothing inherently 
wrong in doing these 
holiday activities, they 
myself as an athlete, 
standing in a packed 
stadium at the 
Olynl pies. 
Tens of thou-
sands of people are 
cheering 
loudly in  may distract from the 
anticipation for the 
ping' Sift, 1* 
iii*VPI u 	m 	,,,....„.. .,„0:.,,,, , :t.„ 
, 	 -... 	 il i for i ths sm etee4sousntdo be t of dinisg taeictit 
from :the true scene 
e waitinggt 
	4. t19t 9 : 
these 
 
distract holiday ac,:vi itiets; the c  
e starti ng Pist() 	,   
Hebrews. After Jesus iw‘ 
sins 
s  eoAdnr otftouhwnseitdtacnrrteotigssas::rstae 'e: : it i. ;eCissha irani : s i a' N4ne4'1:lios 
o ff my  warm- p Slowly I take 
ncs arid get into p 	 • 
inherently 
wrong osition to run 
(Above) Seymor aka Adam Winegarden prepares to avenge his lovers death by killing the man-eating-plant. Little Shop 
of Horrors was definitely a huge success. 
Photo by Lindsay Hartleben 
Our company is interested in running the following ad in your newspaper 
Fraternities • Sororities 
Clubs • Student Groups 
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with a proven 
CampusFundraiser 3 hour fundraising event. Our programs 
make fundraising easy with no risks. Fundraising dates are 
filling quickly, so get with the program! It works. Contact 
CampusFundraiser 	at 	(888) 	923-3238, 	or 	visit 
www.campusfundraisercom  
'Little Shop' Mayhem Audience Pleaser 
Winegarden; Audrey, played by 
Bindewald; Mushnik, played by 
Gary Nelson, and Orin the den-
tist, played by Dramstad. 
Aiding them in their perfor-
mance were three doo-wop girls 
played by senior Kim Fischvogt, 
juniors Alli Fahey and Stella 
Fasanello. 
These three low-class ladies 
comprised "Little Shop's" version 
of the Greek chorus. Their cos- 
'No Doubt': Stefani and Her Boys Rock 
rousing solos and reggae dancing. 
No Doubt consists of four 
members: Adrian Young, drums; 
Tony Kanal, bass; Tom Dumont, 
guitar; and vocalist Gwen Stefani. 
The foursome showed an 
exciting chemistry during the per-
formance that made it very clear 
why No Doubt has stayed togeth-
er for over 10 years. 
The band chose to finish their 
set with their most popular songs 
"Don't Speak" and "Spiderwebs." 
No Doubt's captivating 
rhythms and sweet melodies 
rocked the Excel Energy Center 
and left no person in his/her seat. 
tumes and hair blended in with the 
other actors throughout the show. 
The musical 
numbers 	dis- 











actors were not 
alone in the magi-
cal production. 
Several 	others 
comprised the rest of the cast. 
Adam Bulava, Matt Ullman, Jeana 
Huls, Roger Fringer, Seth Winter, 
and Annie Tiberg played the parts 
of customers and media consul-
tants. 
Still more characters added 
By Mike McCarthy 
Rarely does a movie that 
examines social problems become 
popular in the U.S. Michael 
Moore's films, however, have 
become the exception. 
His latest movie, "Bowling for 
Columbine" dissects the school-
shooting epidemic. 
In Moore's study of violence, 
he uncovers a troubling statistic. 
"Why," he asks his interviewees, 
"does the U.S. have 11,000 mur-
ders each year while other industri-
alized nations have barely 100?" 
He questions Charlton 
Heston, Marilyn Manson, Terry 
Nichols, the producer of "Cops", 
Matt Stone, two victims of the 
Columbine shooting, and others 
to get their views. 
These 	interviews 	prove 
thought provoking, hilarious, and 
sometimes enraging. 
to the extensive class. These 
actors, the Skid Row residents, 














story was not 
the only source 
of entertain-
ment during the evenings; the 
combination veteran and new 
actors displayed the unending 
source of CSP's talent. While the 
murder and mayhem were only 
imaginary, this show was definitely 
a "killer." 
"Bowling" also turns to histo-
ry for a partial explanation. 
The film contains a powerful 
montage that revisits U.S. foreign 
intervention, and a cartoon illus-
trating the history of fear in 
America. 
This perpetual fear becomes 
his central thesis: Americans are 
afraid and act irrationally violent as 
a result. 
Today, this fear is exacerbated 
by the media with their "If it 
bleeds, it leads mentality." 
"Bowling for Columbine" 
uses humor and fast editing tech-
niques to get across its message and 
stay thoroughly entertaining. 
Although, at some points the 
movie was too much like watching 
MTV, I still recommend watching 
this movie. 
By fen Wilson 	 entertained for eight perfor- 
Murder and mayhem tore mantes. 
through Concordia's Emerson 	The show combines comedy, 
Theatre. Victims included seniors romance, and crime. 
Andy Dramstad, Gary Nelson, 	Although seemingly a difficult 
Karen Bindewald, and Adam show to stage due to the enor-
Winegarden. Authorities report, mous, man-eating plant, 
however, that it was not a crazed Concordia's theatre department 
criminal who killed these inno- called in the talent cavalry, and the 
cents; it was a man-eating plant. show was a hit. 
The classic musical "Little 	The main characters of the 
Shop of Horrors" kept audiences show include Seymour, played by 
By Kevin Eisenbraun 
The Excel Energy Center was 
bumping Wednesday, October 9, 
when the California ska band No 
Doubt took the stage. 
The concert opened with per-
formances by the California-based 
punk band, The Distillers, and the 
Washington D.C. sub-pop band, 
Good Charlotte. 
The band's talent and enthu-
siasm were exhibited in a first-class 
performance as No Doubt kicked 
off the second half of their 2002 
U.S. tour right here in St. Paul. 
They began their set with 
some new songs from their most 
recent album, entitled "Rock 
Steady." After that, they proceed-
ed to work their way through 
almost every song from their plat-
inum 1995 release, "Tragic 
Kingdom." 
The middle of the concert 
included an acoustic set and even a 
song from their less popular, but 
equally excellent, self-titled album 
released in 1992. 
The stage was equipped with 
a giant screen, a glow-in-the-dark 
drum set, an extended satellite 
stage, and, of course, hundreds of 
multi-colored stage lights. 
The band also brought along 
two back-up singers/horn players 
that jazzed up the show with their 
"The show's story was 
not the only source of 
entertainment during 
the evening; the combi- 
nation veteran and new 
actors displayed the 
unending source of 
CSP's talents." 
-Jen. W ilsan 
Fear and Media collide in 
"Bowling for Columbine" 
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Photo By Dhanrajia Brooks 
The Art Gallery's December exhibit, "Subjective Histories," runs through December 20 and highlights 
three, nationally known artists' works. This show presents the combined work of artists Angie Buckley o 
Denver, and Nichole Frocheur and Myra B. Greene of New York. 
"The theme of the show focuses on the recovery and reinvention of memories through various photo-
graphic processes such as; pinhole photography, digital effects, and chemical manipulation," said Stephanie 
Hunder, Concordia art professor. "These are only a few of the mediums used to create such an collaboration." 
The Art Gallery and show can be viewed from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday throbugh Friday. 
111001.- 4******14.04104. ottellatil040000.1.1111040PP*44100.1101 1900.4, Oir 
4010.11.010100010000.11.100wm.. 
Just Gotta Have 'Faith' - Sullivan, That k'oi t,oti 
By Jennifer Joy Mills 
"You're the same person after 
you got the darn thing," said 
author Faith Sullivan about receiv-
ing the Milkweed National Fiction 
Prize in 1996 for her fifth book 
entitled "The Empress of One." 
Her animated hands, adorned with 
multiple gold bracelets, wave 
around to accent her words: "Into 
each book you pour your blood, 
sweat, and tears." 
Originally a history major 
from Mankato State University, 
Sullivan has written and published 
six books since she started writing 
novels at age 42. 
"Sometimes you can get to be 
middle-aged without knowing 
what you are supposed to do," 
Sullivan said. After her youngest 
child had started kindergarten, 
Sullivan took a story idea and 
Young-n-Old 
By Dhanrajia Brooks 
The Target Center took a time 
machine to the 1980s. 
With big hair, spiked jewelry, 
and ripped up jeans, concertgoers 
of all ages resurrected all the 80's 
fashions to attend the Guns-N- 
By Tiara Wagner 
Where can you find mystery, 
music, and a meal all in one place? 
The Mystery Cafe. 
This treasure of St. Louis 
Park's Holiday Inn is a 
dining experience. 
You pick a play, a 
meal, a date two-
weeks-in-advance, 
and show-up ready 
for some fun. 
I attended "Ti! 
Death Do Us Part." 
The audience sat 
in the hotel's banquet 
hall, serving as wedding guests in 
the show. 
The cast served our meals and 
chatted with us periodically. 
The Mystery Café takes audi-
ence involvement to a whole new 
level. 
During the show, the audi-
ences gets to guess the murderer. 
The actors serve clues with each  
decided to "write a few chapters 
and see how that feels." 
Obviously it must have felt 
pretty good. 
Not only is writing her profes-
sion — it is her thera- 
Mt. 
"How do I 
know what I think 
until I see what I 
say," Sullivan said 
about the benefits of 
writing. Sullivan 
cultivates her mind 
by spending half of 
the day writing and the other half 
reading. To Sullivan it is "an 
author's duty" to be continually 
reading. 
Besides her own writing, 
Sullivan constantly meets and 
mentors new, young writers. 
She holds and hosts work- 
Roses concert extravaganza. 
EKY, a techno band, opened 
the night and performed familiar 
songs, but with a techno touch. 
Although I had never heard of 
EKY, the teenagers sitting next to 
me promised, "these guys are the 
bomb." 
The teenagers, not even born 
in the glory days of GNR, were 
right: EKY put on a great show. 
At 10:30 p.m., AXL ROSE 
mania hit the Target Center. 
When Rose appeared on stage 
singing, "Welcome to the Jungle," 
there was not a quiet voice in the 
place. 
Today, almost twenty years 
past their prime, Guns-N-Roses is 
portion of the meal. 
Mystery Cafe gives the audi-
ence fake money with which to 
bribe the cast members for hints. 
At the end of the show, audi- 
  ence members write 
their guess of the 
suspect and their 
reason for the 
choice. 
Even if the 
guess is wrong, the 
audience still has 
chances to win 
prizes! 
This is a great 
form of entertainment for anyone 
who has never been to a dinner 
theatre before. 
Entertainment and a great 
meal? 
What could be better? 
St. Louis Park's Mystery Café 
sure can serve up the fun.  
shops at her home in St. Paul every 
two weeks for about 16 writers. 
The workshops began as a six-
week course in novel writing. 
By the time that first class 
drew to a close, "the 
students were well 
on their way to nov-
els of their own." 
Based on that suc-
cess, Sullivan decid-
ed to extend the 
class into her home. 
Her workshops 
are to give writers 
the opportunity to compare work, 
put writers at ease, and answer all 
the "dumb" questions. 
"You hate to admit how dumb 
you are," Sullivan said. "And they 
[new writers] have the tendency to 
think they should know all this 
stuff— like it is automatic." 
still a chart-topping group. 
Axl Rose, the only original 
band member remaining, excerted 
the same energy and quality that 
he had ten years ago. 
The concert featured favorites 
such as "November Rain," 
"Patience," and "Mr. 
Brownstone." 
GNR is a must-see band; 
November 14 proved that. 
Their music did, and will con-
tinue to, rock concert halls across 
the country. 
So what is Sullivan — the 
"demon gardener, flea marketer, 
and feeder of birds" — up to these 
days? 
When not attempting to keep 
her house clean, she can be found 
promoting her latest novel What A 
Woman Must Do, working on a 
seventh novel, or, recently, partici- 
By Andrea Nelson 
"Old-school funk, rock, and 
soul" is how one of the lead vocal-
ists of "The Combo" described 
their music. "The Combo" is a 
local band that plays at Bunkers 
every Monday night in downtown 
Minneapolis. 
The band has 
eight regular members: 
a male keyboardist, 
two male rhythm gui-
tarists, one of whom is 
also lead vocalist, two 
male vocalists, a female 
vocalist, a male bass 
guitarist, and a male 
drummer. 
Each of these members brings 
his or her own style to the band to 
create a diverse yet tightly-knit 
group. When G, a rhythm gui-
tarist/lead vocalist, was asked what 
his favorite part of the bands is, he 
answered, "We are a blend of all 
kinds of people so we are able to 
attract a crowd made up of all 
kinds of people and have each  
pating in the International F. Scott 
Fitzgerald Conference due to the 
request of her long time friend, Dr. 
Eleanor Heginbotham. 
"She knows I'm a sucker. Plus 
I love Ellie Heginbotham. I would 
do anything for her. All she has to 
say is 'Faith' and I'm there." 
night go off problem-free because 
everyone gets along." 
If lucky, one will see "The 
Combo" on a night when other 
local artists are present. Often 
times, other artists liven up the 
show by joining the band for a 
song or two. Two of 
the regular guests do 
excellent renditions 
of funk hits. 
What makes 
this band unique is 
that each of the 
artists is able to 
show off his or her 
style throughout the 
night. Each member of "The 
Combo" has a solo and they take 
turns being lead singer. 
When you're looking for off-
campus fun on a Monday night, 
head over to Bunkers and rock 
with "The Combo." Shows begin 
at 9:30 p.m. If you cannot make it 
on Monday nights, Bunkers has a 
variety of live music throughout 
the week. 
'Mystery Cafe' Serves Up 
Secrets and Surprises 
"The My stery Cafe 
takes a udience 
involve ment to a 
whole n ew level." 
-Tiara Wagner 
"How do I know 
what I think until 
I see 
what I say." 
-Faith SuLlivan 
Resurrect 'Guns-n-Roses' 
'The Combo' Brings Funk 
"We are a blend of 
all kinds of people 
so we are able to 
attract a crowd 
made up of all 
kinds of people." 
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(Above) Concordia's Women's Basketball Team boasts only three seniors this 
season. L-R Nicole Jaycox, Lisa Harfield and Kristi Shaw 
Photo Courtesy Paul Fessler 
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Basketball Ladies Light It Upon the Court 
(Above) Concordia's Women's Basketball team is composed of 15 players and 4 co 
for the long season ahead. 
Photo Courtesy Paul Fessler 
By Casey Lux 	 On March 5, the Golden 
Second seems to be CSP Bears plan to be in the opening 
theme for the women of the bas- game of the Conference 
ketball team. Last year, the team Tournament, hosted here at home 
finished second in NSIC play with and continuing on March 8 and 9. 
a record of 13-5. Talented second "It is our goal to play in all 
year players fill out the roster, with three tournament games, and to 
nine hitting the court this winter. make sure we're the highest seed to 
Finally, preseason polls ranked play in that first game," Fessler 
the Golden Bears in second place. said. 
The team intends to add some 	This year marks the first for 
firsts to its vocabulary this season. 	CSP as a full-fledged member of 
"One of our goals is to corn- the NCAA Division II. 
pete for the conference title," head 	Last year all sports were sim- 
coach Paul Fessler said. 	 ply provisional members, meaning 
Key rivals looming on the teams had no chance at postseason 
horizon are Southwest State 	play. Fessler sees this as having a 
University and UM-Duluth, both major impact on the season. 
of which have strong traditions in 	"I think it will make a huge 
winning. Even so, those in the difference, because we now dictate 
CSP program are confident they when the season ends," Fessler 
will overcome such competitors. 	said. "There's more to play for 
"We are taller, faster, deeper- 	than just getting as many wins as 
we just need to know how to play we can." 
harder," Fessler said. "The only 	By more, Fessler means the 
thing we don't have is that tradi- National Tournament, and there 
tion of winning and knowing what are greater odds of making it there 
it feels like to win a conference because eight teams from CSP's 
title." regional will get the nod this year, 
aches. Together they begin to prepare 
rather than six as in previous years. 
Players have their sights set on the 
tournament, which takes place in 
late March. 
"Our ultimate goal is to be the 
national champions," sophomore 
Jennifer Pozzani said. "If we work 
hard and work together, that. will 
get us there." 
The Golden Bears have sever-
al factors in their favor on the road 
to victory. The team touts its unity 
as one of its strong points. 
"Our biggest strength is that 
we all trust in each other. We're 
not trying to compete against each 
other, instead we really work 
together and we're all on the same 
level," junior captain Jessica 
Combs said. 
In addition, the sophomore 
class is expected to contribute 
greatly to the team's success. 
"We had a strong freshman 
class last year, and now they've had 
a year of maturity, a year of 
strength, a year of college life. 
They've grown up so much that 
even though we start three sopho- 
mores, we're not a young team," 
Fessler said. 
Across the court, gifted play-
ers bring varying strengths to the 
Bears' lineup. 
Pozzani enters her second year 
of action after being named last 
year's NSIC Newcomer of the 
Year. As a guard, Pozzani led the 
team in scoring. 
"We will be expecting her to 
continue with what she did last 
year," Fessler said. 
Senior forward and captain 
Lisa Harfield has been a go-to 
player on offensive plays for the 
past three years, but this season is 
particulary special because she is 
within reach of breaking the 
school record for points. 
She began the season with 
1,110, well within sight of the cur-
rent record of 1,459. 
Seniors Kristi Shaw and Niki 
Jaycox also help add leadership and 
experience to the roster. 
In addition to the captains, 
team leadership comes largely 
from sophomore point guard 
Desirae Jones. 
"She runs the team and dic-
tates our success with her control 
of the ball, control of the tempo 
and how she is able to read defend-
ers," Fessler said. 
Rounding out the team's stur-
dy defense are sophomore Vanessa 
Hutchins and junior Jill Kalvik, as 
well as Combs. 
Sophomore 	Kayla 
Christensen is expected to create a 
lot of mismatches on defense, 
being a very tall, athletic guard. 
As CSP looks to improve play 
on the road and overcome stiff 
competition from several Top 10 
teams, there will also be help from 
freshman Ashley Smith and last 
year's redshirt, Michele Thomas. 
The Golden Rears -will 
approach each practice-and 'game 
with a great deal of confidenCe and 
dedication. 
"Our commitment toward 
basketball is 110%," Combs said. 
"We don't give .anything .less." 
New Players Add Strength, Momentum to 
Men's Basketball Program 
By Casey Lux 
Basketball has returned to the 
Gangelhoff Center and the 
Concordia Golden Bears are on a 
mission this year. 
This year's squad posts play-
ers back with experience and the 
addition of key players in the Bears 
system. We now have players 
that fit into our system," said by 
Coach Jim Datka. 
If the system runs as smooth-
ly as planned, look for the Golden 
Bears to scare some NSIC 
(Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference) opponents this win-
ter. 
The Golden Bears are an 
improved team this year. They 
have added some height and mus-
cle in a variety of freshman, trans-
fers, and red-shirts. 
Players like: Thomas Blunt, 
Jerome Brooks Jr. and Brian 
Jamros are finally able to set foot 
on the court for the Bears. "This 
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year we have the most talent since 
I have been here, we have more 
Division II players now," corn-
mented Datka. 
The Bears want to add some 
consistency against top-notch 
teams this year. 
"This year we play three out 
of our first five games against top 
15 Division II teams. Our confer-
ence is up from last year, and there 
are a lot of good seniors in the 
league," Datka said. 
Once again the regular fron-
trunners are back, Minnesota-
Duluth, Northern State and 
Bemidji State are back to compete 
for the title. 
What some teams are not 
aware of is that Concordia will be 
a much tougher team than their 9-
18 finish last year. 
Some players to look out for 
this year are: Tommy "The Goods" 
Blunt, Jerome "Fly Bye" Brooks 
Jr., Brian Jamros and David Albo. 
Returning Players include: Ray 
Dawson, Justin Vandenberg, Dan 
Torrez and Gerry Adkins. 
Datka commented on his 
team's position with most depth, 
"We are very deep at point guard, 
with three talented guards." 
Point guards make a team go, 
and with Dave Albo, Sharod 
Tomlinson, and Justin Kuhnau the 
Bears will be in as good of hands as 
Allstate. 
Team morale and talent level 
are up, and when a team has those 
two components, they can be a 
fearful team to face. 
If the Bears can get them-
selves into the conference tourna-
ment all they would need to do is 
win three games in a row to earn a 
spot in the NCAA Elite Eight. 
Datka said of his team this 
year, "how good we get at execut-
ing the system, will determine how 
good we are this year." 
ria)  
and help 
dents' lives...maybe even notice 
them making a difference in your 
life. Proverbs 27:16- Iron sharpens 
iron, and one person sharpens the 
wits of another. 
Vegas Voices 
It feels like the semester's never going to end 
By Kristina Shaw 
Is it just me or does it feel like 
this semester will never be over? 
Seriously, I am counting the 
days until I am sitting on my butt, 
eating yummy home-cooked meals 
in a warm climate and the words 
"finals," "meetings," and "sprint-
ing'? mean nothing to me - or at 
least have no impact on my mood. 
I am not sure if it is because 
the cold weather set in extra early 
this year, or if it's because my 
upper-level classes are really kick-
ing my butt with these huge final 
projects or if my body is just feel-
ing too old for those 8:00 am prac-
tices (probably a combination of 
all three plus more), but it's all 
making me extra crabby and 
stressed out. 
• e, 	 • 	 , 	 ( 
.4' 	• 
a "fOf, 
Torn kiiM coTorre. 
Op with 2 things that 'co 
naphasized more in 
nt. 
vice is 
Cornelius Vanderbilt once Sal , 
"Customer service is the most 
important thing in a business..", It 
is just that simple. Students have 
no clue what Tom Ries, Vice presi 
dent of finances and operations, 
does (if they even know who he is), 
we only sec what happens in the 
B.E.A.R. center and how those 
people react to customers. A 
senior art student remarks, "Our 
Is anyone else feeling this 
way? Am I only the only one 
whose head is ready to explode? 
Now, I usually do not like to 
complain (stop laughing, I'm seri-
ous), nor do I want to depress 
everyone who is reading this col-
umn. But, staying in the vein of 
being honest, this is how I am feel-
ing right now. 
I am pretty sure most of the 
student body is feeling the same 
way. This time of the year is hard: 
papers are due, exams are coming 
up, not to mention it's freezing 
outside and you haven't had a 
decent meal in weeks. I know 
everyone has a million things 
going on in their lives - it doesn't 
have to be basketball, it could be a 
huge play or concert; it doesn't 
11 
if there was 
of opinions? Students, 
ested 
►ut re Lion at 
le,zpever got 
didn't 
want to hear what . 	ve say. 
These statements bother me 
because I know she wants to hear 
what students have to say. (Go 
talk to her after this is published 
and see what she says.) This is my 
have to be a 20-page paper, it 
could be a 10-page essay final 
exam; it doesn't have to be meet-
ings upon meetings, it could be a 
part-time job that is sucking all 
your energy. Whatever is on your 
plate right now, I am guessing it 
feels like it is way too much to 
handle. 
However, this is also the time 
of year we need to buck up, get our 
act together and finish the semes-
ter strong so we can enjoy our nice 
long break in January without 
guilt. 
But we all know this! I know 
I have to push on for just a couple 
more weeks, but the idea of it just 
makes me feel tired. 
OK, enough self-pity and 
complaining for one column. 
4 
can't stand being depressed - there 
are too many good and fun things 
in life to be stressed out about and 
upset over. There is a time for 
complaining and stressing out, and 
then there is a time for taking a 
deep breath and getting through it 
all - maybe even with a smile if you 
are lucky and strong enough. 
Because that is what it takes - inner 
strength. 
Inner strength and courage to 
juggle all those balls you have 
above your head - even if, at this 
point, they don't seem like harm-
less juggling balls but sharp knives, 
whose handles are on fire, and 
whose blades are coated with poi-
son, and --- well, you get the point. 
Even though right now I am 
very stressed out and don't feel 
particularly cheerful, I am going to 
try. 
At the very least it will help 
me stop annoying people, and at 
the very most it will help me relax. 
Below is the attempt to take 
the stressful events, issues and facts 
in my life and turn them around to 
make them positive and happy. 
Feel free to adapt this list to fit 
your life - think of it as a free, 
quick counseling session. 
1. The weather. First of all, 
this cold weather is getting old 
already. It's been this cold for over 
two months now. Now, I know 
this winter in no way compares to 
the infamous Halloween Blizzard 
year but you have to admit that we 
basically skipped the "Grab-a-
sweater-so-you-don't-get-chilly" 
stage of Autumn and went right to 
" I-can- no-lo n ger-feel- my-toes- is-
this-a-bad-thing" stage of Winter. 
However, I need to put a positive 
spin on the weather (please keep in 
my mind every time I talk to my 
friends and family back home they 
say it's still 60 degrees there). But 
I'm thinking positive now: winter 
is fun because you get to wear dif-
ferent types of clothing: funky 
scarves, fun hats and fuzzy 
sweaters. I also bought a peacoat 
for this winter and I've been want-
ing one of those for three years. 
Also, when it snows you get to go 
sledding and have snowball fights. 
2. Basketball. I've come to 
a realization this season: I'm old. 
Well, maybe not in the grand 
scheme of things but being a 
senior after playing college basket-
ball for four years makes me feel 
old. My legs are tired of running 
sprints. My elbows are sore from 
battling with posts. The exhaust-
ing schedule of practicing and 
traveling wears me down quicker. 
By the time you reach your fourth 
year of basketball you are like 
"enough already!" But the positive 
side of this point is that my team is 
going to be good this year and I  
really like my teammates. It's fun 
being part of my team because I 
know we can reach our goals and I 
have fun with them. So it's worth 
it, even if my body swears at me 
every morning when I get out of 
bed. 
3. Final Projects. 	By the 
time this comes to print, my two 
final projects for my communica-
tion classes will be, hopefully, 
almost completed. Well, they bet-
ter be at least or I am in big trou-
ble. These projects are huge, 20-
page-plus papers, require hours of 
research and data collecting and 
are overwhelming in their impor-
tance level and time. However, the 
positive part of this is that doing 
these projects ispart of completing 
your upper-level classes. 	I'm 
happy I am finally in my upper-
level courses, which means I am 
that much closer to graduation. 
4. General Annoyances. I 
think this is the section that gets to 
me the most - the constant scrap-
ing for quarters for laundry; the 
fact you have only a microwave to 
cook your food with; the random 
street cleaning that results in tick-
ets on your car; when your favorite 
bracelet breaks; when the latest 
episode of Friends sucks. These 
minor annoyances, coupled with 
bigger stress problems, can set you 
off - making you look like a big 
idiot because you freaked out on 
the person in the cafeteria who 
took the last brownie. But, this is 
life. More specifically, this is col-
lege life. During this time you are 
surrounded by people who are 
going through the same things you 
are and, a lot of times, you are 
powerless in situations that affect 
your daily life (what they are serv-
ing in the cafeteria, if the dryer is 
working or not). However, to 
think positively, just think of how 
lucky you are to be in school and 
to be accomplishing your goals. If 
nothing else, think of all the funny 
stories you'll have for the rest of 
your life. 
Well, that's all I have for right 
now. I hope you're not too 
depressed and that you are able to 
make it through the rest of the 
semester without your head 
exploding. If nothing else, I feel 
better after venting a little bit. 
Thanks for listening! 
As always, feel free to write 
me with your complaints, essays 
on what you did over Christmas 
Break, and good recipes that 
involve the microwave. Anything 
is appreciated and you have to be 
thinking at this point: if Vegas' 
crap gets in every month, why not 
mine? 
See ya in January... 
Kristi 
ini 
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Do You Know Who I Am? 
We at the Sword thought it would be fun and 
definitely enterhtaining to include baby pictures of 
faculty and staff. Can you guess who this 
little cutie is? Answer on page 12. 
PART-TIME PACKAGE HANDLERS 
$8.50-$9.50/Hour • Paid vacations 
Weekends & Holidays Off 	- 
Consistent Work Schedules 
Get as much as $5,000*/year 
in College Education Assistance! 
Immediate Openings for the Night Shift 
(approx start time 10pm) 
The Feckless Wanderer: 
A Night at the Opera - Bluejeans and All 
By Paul Brutscher 
I went whole hog. I escorted 
a lady there, I went to the pre-
show lecture, I even bought one of 
those over-priced European con-
fections during the intermission. 
Never mind I was wearing torn 
blue jeans and a flannel and that 
some of the "Old Money" that 
attended the show glanced dis-
tastefully at my unkempt, peasant 
appearance. The point is, I went 
to the opera. The Merry Widow 
by Franz Lehar at the Ordway, to 
be precise. And it was hilarious. I 
mean that in the most stuffy, "olde 
world" kind of way, of course. The 
plot: A small, fictional European 
country is up in arms over the fact 
that if a rich widow marries out-
side the country, most probably to 
a man from Paris, all her money 
By Morgan McLaughlin 
If you are a regular watcher of 
the news, I'm sure you may recall 
hearing about MTV banning the 
newest video by the band named 
Disturbed. The video entitled 
"Prayer" was banned from Music 
Television because of September 
11 themes, which included a big 
flash of light, followed by tall 
buildings collapsing onto the 
streets burying people down 
below. MTV banned the video 
because they were afraid of how 
September 11 sensitive people 
would feel. 
This was a huge story that was 
broadcast all around the country 
on almost every major news sta-
tion, about three weeks before 
September 11. Further controver-
sy has surrounded the band, since 
they released a statement saying 
that they are so proud of their 
video that they are refusing to alter 
any part of their video for MTV. 
This statement can be readily 
found on the band's website. A 
very interesting fact is that 
England and Canada, "America's 
Brother" says George Bush, has 
cleared the video, as it is, in its 
entirety. 
The very hot rock band, 
Disturbed released their second 
album on September 17. The new 
CD entitled Believe has many 
"religious undertones" says the 
band's singer David Draiman. 
David attributes this to his 
Orthodox Jewish upbringing. 
Of course first impressions do 
mean a lot. When you first see the 
CD, or hear the name of the band, 
you don't quite get the same 
impression that you would if you 
first heard the names of some of 
their songs, such as "Prayer," or 
"Faith." 
There are a few key things to 
remember about rock music. One 
is that appearances can be deceiv- 
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reverts to the husband, leaving the 
country in a state of poverty. The 
action takes place entirely in Paris, 
and involves secret affairs and 
scandalous rendezvous galore. 
The vocals were beautiful, and 




humor that is 
so integral to 





were in German, giving a nice vari-
ety and allowing the audience to 
more thoroughly comprehend the 
biting wit of the dialogue while 
enjoying the music in its original 
ing, because shock value is so high-
ly coveted. Remember also, that 
whether we realize it or not, we all 
have a certain preset stereotype 
when it comes into our heads, of 
what a heavy rock band is going to 
look like. These presets can govern 
what a bands appearance will be. 
You wouldn't go to a country 
concert and expect to see the musi-
cians dressed like members of the 
band Kiss would you? I think that 
typically we expect country singers 
to wear country type outfits, so 
"This doesn't mean 
that Vince Gill doesn't 
occasionally like to 
dress like Tommy Lee; 
it just means that 
while he's up onstage, 
he's going to look and 
act a certain way." 
-Morgan 
McLaughlin 
that will partially govern how they 
look. This doesn't mean that 
Vince Gill doesn't occasionally like 
to dress like Tommy Lee; it just 
means that while he's up onstage, 
he's going to look and act a certain 
way. 
If you put the new Disturbed 
album into a computer, you can 
access many interesting special fea-
tures. These features include the 
aforementioned banned video, 
with a small introduction by 
David Draiman. In the introduc-
tion you learn that although the 
video can very easily be interpreted 
as a reference to September 11, the 
video is actually based on the story 
of Job in the Bible. 
For those of you who are like 
form. 
The sets were beautiful. I 
think they were going for an art-
nouveau feel to the interior of the 
Pontevedrian embassy where the 
first act took place, but it almost 
looked to me like the House of 
Elrond from The Lord of 
the Rings. 
The second act, 
dominated by a celebra-
tion of this fictional 
country's culture, took 
place outside, with each 
actor outfitted in a differ-
ent variety of European 
costume-among the most 
obvious were a Napoleonic uni-
form and a Spanish matador out-
fit, complete with sombrero. 
The real stinger, however, 
came in the third act, which was 
me, and can't exactly recall that 
particular story off the top of your 
head, watch the video, then please 
read the story, and re-watch the 
video. I'll bet you will have com-
pletely different thoughts on the 
video after the second time. 
There are other special fea-
tures on the CD, such as a link to 
their web page, and the option to 
get a type of newsletter updating 
yo'u on any news regarding the 
band. As for a review of their sec-
ond album, in its entirety, I have to 
say that I prefer their first album to 
the second one. 
This second album just does-
n't have the same edge as The 
Sickness. The album believe is a 
very good album, but in my opin-
ion they went in a slightly different 
direction with it, and in the 
process lost some of its edge. 
If you are interested in the 
band Disturbed, you can visit their 
website a www.disturbed 1 .com. 
Disturbedl.com is a very well put 
together web site, with enough 
visual sparkles and bobbles to keep 
your attention. 
The sight also contains down-
loadable music, music videos you 
can watch, and you can even buy 
Disturbed merchandise.• 
This 	qu'ote- by 	David 
Draiman was so good just had to 
include it. I just had to give you a 
better look into the character, of 
this odd looking man. 
"With this album I wanted to 
speak about important things in a 
grand way, and even touch on 
things that may not seem so 
important, but come at them from 
a perspective that makes them 
inviting..." said David Draiman, 
vocalist. This quotation and many 
more, can also be found on 
www.Disturbed I .com.  
set in Maxim's, a plush Parisian 
club similar to the Moulin Rouge. 
The act opened with the only sec-
tion in the production sung in 
English, the character of the secre-
tary to the embassy proclaiming 
his status as a "gay Parisian". I was 
pleasantly surprised, and it was 
great to see the expressions of 
shock on the faces of some of the 
more well-to-do opera goers at the 
end of this number. 
Needless to say, all the scandal 
ended up being more or less right-
ed, and many an audience member  
went home with hands slightly 
swollen from applauding. The 
actors' characterizations were emi-
nently likeable, the humor and 
vitality very much intact. 
This is not the goosebumps, 
heart-breakingly beautiful kind of 
opera, but the gut-hustingly comi-
cal vein, and I recommend it to 
anyone with three hours to spare 
one evening. You could even try 
wearing blue jeans to the show you 
enjoy the disdain of the idle rich. 
Brutscher out. 
" . . . I even bought 
one of those over- 
priced European con- 
fections during the 
intermission." 
-Paul Bwutscher 
'Disturbed' Themes Ban 'Prayer' Video 
Almost Funn► from the twisted mind of Eric Oswald 
e cou 	save 
wc.e. 	\doula you hIce, 
her buriedt or pan fritct 
with zeSty 




CSP Speaks: W at to o with the Library? 
HP.it 	*404- „ 	,..., - 
As construction on the new library progresses steadily, the question arises as to what will be done with the existing Buenger 
Memorial Library. It was found that Concordia students and staff have various opinions on what the campus needs and for what 
purpose the building would be best suited. 
Compiled by Lindsay Hartleben 
"I think it should be 
turned into more class-
rooms and some study 
room_ s,wliere students 
can .,,,DFIcon group pro- 
Mel Leacii 
"I think it should 




Art Department  
"I think it could work as 
a commuter center that 
offers comfortable seat-
ing and a quiet place 
for study." 
Melissa Zappe 
5th year student 
"It could be made into 
a lounge area with 




"I think a good way to 
use it is as a place 
where kids can do 
homework and have 
access to the library 24 
hours a day." 
Chris Gonzalez 
Senior 
Mi '27 ftb 
Holiday Crossword Puzzle 
Take a break from finals, curl up by the fireplace (you know, the cozy one in the Union), and unwind with a good crosswor 
ACROSS 







16 Took out 
17 Admirer 
18 Spanish monetary unit 







33 -eer (variety of) 
35 Flower 
37 Extravehicular activity (abbr. 
38 Sand below water 
40 Story 
41 Square of any type size 
42 Drag 
43 Ooze  




54 Assembly place (Gr.) 
56 Mat 
57 out (complete) 
58 Gemstone weight 
59 Of the kind of (suf.) 
60 Lead (p.t.) 
61 Swelling 
62 The letter C 
DOWN 
1 Speech defect 
2 Toward which the wind blows 
3 Bless (p.t. form) 
4 Cot 
5 One who scares 
6 Stuff 
7 A follower (suf., pl.) 




19 N.W. state (abbr.)  




28 7th letter, Greek alphabet 
29 Message 
31 	Maria 
32 Male sheep 
34 Akin 
36 Dream stage (abbr.) 
39 Obese 
44 Not out 
45 Subject 
46 Pare 
47 Erie, e.g. 




54 High card 
55 	glance 





1 	 4 5 NEE • 10 i 
III . 	IS 
.111 
14 Ell 
16 II Ill 
III 	WI 
WWII 
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Stay Together: There is 
Safety in Numbers 
By Sara Mulso 	 Make sure you don't fall into 
You've probably seen the secu- this risk-taking trap. The follow-
rity alerts around campus and read ing tips only take a moment and 
the stories in the paper about the may keep yourself or someone else 
four missing college age students in out of harm's path. 
the Midwest that have disappeared 	Let someone know where you 
since October 31. At the time that are going, when you leave and 
I'm writing this, the police have when you arrive at your destina-
found no connection between the tion. 
disappearances. The only similari- 	There is safety in numbers. 
ty is that all four were attending Don't be afraid to use the buddy 
parties or seen at bars just prior to system or if you're on campus con-
their disappearance. tact Security at x8777. 
Stay on populated, well-lit 
Keeping yourself safe makes paths. 
sense, doesn't it? Yet many stu- 	If you choose to drink, drink 
dents lose their common sense responsibly. Be aware that alcohol 
when it comes to personal safety. consumption increases your vul-
Sometimes it seems as though hav- nerability. 
ing fun, being at college, and most 	If you see any suspicious activ- 
important, being independent are ity or aware of any information 
so much more enjoyable than pertaining to the missing individu-
thinking about personal safety. als, contact 911 immediately. 
Answers to Holiday Crossword Puzzle from page 11. 
**Don't cheat . . . unless you want coal for Christmas** — - • 
3. 
Do You Know Who I Am? 
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Senate Members Travel 
By Andy Johnson 
This month, on November 7 
through the 9, three members of 
the Concordia University Student 
Senate traveled to Concordia 
University in Seward 




Vice President of 





were the representa- 
tion for St. Paul. The reason for the 
trip was a conference called ASHE, 
which was this year hosted by 
Concordia University in Seward, 
NE. ASHE stands for Association 
of Students in Higher Education. 
This conference included all the 
Concordias from around the coun-
try, including Austin TX, Portland 
OR, Mequon WI, River Forrest 
IL, Seward NE, Bronxville NY, 
By President Bob Hoist 
"I'm sorry to tell you that 
both your parents were killed in an 
auto accident today." Stunning 
words! Incredible! Painful! Life 
changing! As I write these words 
three weeks later, raw emotions 
still ebb and flow. Because I had 
such wonderful parents, the pain 
reminds me never to forget the 
beauty and meaning of their lives. 
My mother was an energetic per-
son and my father was a quiet 
man. They were good parents and 
good partners in life and in love. 
Both worked hard all their lives 
and were blessed with good health 
to their last day on earth. 
Daddy was a good listener but 
when he spoke you knew it was 
worth hearing. At the funeral, one 
man related how he had poured 
out his anger and grief for a whole 
afternoon with my father. The 
man had lost his farm and his wife 
had left him. The man said that he 
could see that my dad had some-
thing to say but he waited and lis-
tened patiently as facts and emo-
tions were shared. Finally, my dad 
spoke. At times like this, you 
have to keep your chin up." That 
happened thirty years ago but the 
man still treasures the simple wis-
dom for his rebuilt life. I remem-
ber when my father was asked to 
join a class action suit that had the 
possibility of considerable finan-
cial gain. In our litigious culture, 
his words still influence me. He 
declined to join the suit saying, 
"We've lived without that money 
this long. I don't think that we 
need it now." Case closed for 
Ann Arbor MI, Irvine CA, and St. 
Paul MN. The only Concordia 
that was not in attendance was 
Selma AL. This conference moves 
to a different Concordia each year. 
has been held at 
Concordia St. Paul. 
Overall, there were 




night with all of the 
Concordias gathering 
together for some 
"getting to know you time" over 
some delicious Valentinos pizza. 
(which I recommend everyone 
experience at least once in their life 
time) On Friday the true confer-
ence started with a welcome and 
introduction to the Seward stu-
dents in their chapel service. 
Throughout the day there were 
different meetings and then also 
some time where schools intro- 
Daddy! 
My mother had the gift of 
hospitality. One friend wrote on a 
sympathy card, "Your mother had 
the most beautiful smile and it was 
always there." - • - 
My mother used her smile, 
friendly words and good food to 
build relationships with strangers, 
friends, extended family, children, 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children. Her cookies, cakes, and 
pies blessed ties that bind hearts in 
love. Even as we prepared for her 
funeral, we munched her cookies. 
Another sympathy card talked 
about the energy and love Mother 
shared in teaching Sunday School 
and Vacation Bible School. "She 
was like a second mother." 
Mother had a plaque on the wall at 
home for as long as I can remem-
ber. "All things work together for 
good to those who love God. 
Romans 8:28." Thank you, 
Mother, because I need those 
words now! 
Please, accept my personal 
reminiscing as part of the healing 
for my grief. I intend no specific 
lesson but hope that my words 
may stimulate your thinking. 
Count your blessings. Love your 
loved ones. Treasure the moment. 
Embrace life. Know the reality of 
death. Hold fast to the hope that 
God gives. Finally, thank you for 
all the care that you have shared 
with Lynne and me. Even if you 
see us cry, know that God has used 
you to lift us up. 
As I remember and treasure 
my parents I also remember and 
treasure your love.  
duced themselves and then told 
about their respective schools and 
senates. Presentations were also 
given by one of the founders of the 
ASHE conference and also by Julie 
Johnson who spoke on servant 
leadership/service. Some other 
highlights of the conference 
included a servant event in which 
we spent several hours in a nursing 
home learning about life and play-
ing some exciting games of UNO. 
In addition to all this fun there 
which were also true meetings. The 
future direction of ASHE was 
decided. Some changes were made 
to the conference after spirited dis-
cussion. In this meeting, the presi-
dent and secretary for the AHSE 
conference were selected, and to 
our great honor, Angela King was 
voted president for the second year 
in a row. This means that she will 
again have to honor of planning 
out the conference (which will be 
in Portland next year). 
This conference provided 
learning opportunities and growth 
opportunities for all participants. 
All attendees came away from the 
conference with ideas to bring 
back to their school. One of the 
most important things that I came 
away from this conference with is 
the reinforcement that we are a 
Concordia System and that there 
are others out there who are going 
through many of the same things 
that we are. This conference truly 
emphasizes that we are brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 
Nebraska for Last year it was held in Austin TX 




growth for all 
participants." 
-Andy Johnson 
President Hoist Shares 
Tribute to Parents 
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